Admiral Russell Randolph Waesche

patRAL Russern Raxporen Wasscne was born January 6, 18806,
in Thurmont, Marvland, He rveceived his early education in the
public sehools of M; |1\|.u|:f aned Luer e Purdue U 11:\(]%!1\ He was
appointed a cadet 1o the U, S, Coast Guard Academy on May 19,
1904, and received his (nlllllllhhi[ll] as Ensign on October 27, 1901,

During the early vears ol his service career he served on the Great
Lakes, Alaskan and Avetic waters, and the Pacific Coast. in such
Fimous  Coast Guard  ships as  the MOHAWK, MORRILL,
TAHOMA, PERRY, and RUSH.

In March, 1926, he was assigned o duty in connection with recon-
ditioning and outficting Navy destrovers, which were to be trans-
ferred o the Coast Guard. Iluuuimqmmh was assigned to command
ol the TUCKER and of Division Four of the Destrover Foree.

After a brief tour of duty as Foree Gunnery Officer on the stall of
the Commander of the Destrover Force, he was assigned 1o Coast
Guard Headquariers as Ordnance Oflicer. While serving in this
capacity he organized the fivst Coast Guard teams that competed in
the national ville and ]}i.‘\ll:ll matches, and under his 1L‘111!L‘1'*‘-]1ip 2L-
nery and small arms activities ol the Coast Guard attaimed their
present high standard of elliciency.

He was appointed Commandant of the Coast Guard with rank ol
Rear Admiral on June 1, 1936, He was twice subsequently re-
:1]}]}::it1lul Commandant and |}1'{}1I]nln| to the rank of Tull Admival
April 4, 1945,

Admiral Waesche, though Largely responsible for the eflicient
expansion ol the Service which ]wrmillul n|:{.*1'.‘ll'lu1|x all over the
slobe, expanded the raditonal functions ol the Coast Guard to an
increasingly  clfective }mim, Uneler his administration  increased
t‘llllll!il‘\llﬁ has been Fr|;t['r:| o such I'L"\]mthihilitirh ol the Service as
naritime salery, ice breaking, and aids to navigation.

Under wartime conditions, Admiral Waesche presided over the
areatest expansion ol the Service inits history. His service recond
credits him with originating the Coast Guand Institute and Corre-
spondence School, rearganization of Coast Guard held Forces, transler
and iHEL';_-_l'.'ltEun ol the !.i;_{l][]ll!ll‘\l' Service in the Coast Guard, the
orzanizition ol lormation of the Women's Reserve,

Admiral Waesche received an honorary degree of Doctor in Engi
neering, in Februavy, 1944, from Purdue University, Tn May, 1941, he
was elected president ol the Society of American Military Engineers.
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