THE REPUBLIC OF

VIETNAM

North and South Vietnam existed as a united political entity formed by the union
of the French profectorates of Tonkin and Annam and the French Colony of Co
chin China only from 1949 to 1954, The country was wracked by anti-colonial
and civil war from the end of World War Il in 1945 until 1954 when a treaty

nist-controlled " Democratic Republic of Vietnam™ (North Vietnaml, and the *Re-

short.lived, however, and soon the United States found itself involved in whot
was first referred to as a police action but since has developed info a full-fledged,
though restrained, war which is called simply, “The War In Vietnam."

o Vistamets peopl are thought fo havo been Ghingse in arigial ancesty
They migrated down from Chin o settls mainty in the Tonkin Gulf area and in
Termarrod wih e oo ahondy soniod ere. I e Henh ¢ mnmry ¥ they be-
gon pushing southward fnaly reoching andl colnizing the Mekong Defta o
o sevontuenth contury. Vistnam wes undor perlodi: Chinete rulo unt 1428
when they finlly Sove the Chinese out. A Givil war broke outinthe seventoenth

entury dividing the country info two states, Tonkin and Annam. Except for cer.
cin 1hort pariods of peats, it is he amimesity niiated in tha seventonth con
tury that continues today between North and South Vietnam. The Portugese,
Spanish, and talians tried fo colonize Vietnam, but it wasn't until the French
came into the country that any lasting effect was felt, but even the French failed.
The Republic of Vietnam (South Vietnami covers an area of 65,451 square miles
and has a population of about 14 million people, 80 percent of whom live in
the pepulmzd Mekong Dela region. Thers is @ large Chingse minely of about
about half a million indigenous Indonesian tribesmen in
Tl 1 the motest, o the mafrify: of St Vet sectle are Vis
South Vietnam's capital and principal port city, Saigon, has a population of
about 3 million persons. Hue, the former capital, hos about 200,000 inhabitonts.




