ORLD War 1 was foughe not only on baulefields and inva

sion beaches, in distant 0( s and far off skies, but also on

farms and rivers, in mines and factories. Our soldiers and sailors

 dhe bauefronts ke supported by production and distribution
precedented 1

ough the seaports of our country poured a mighty flood of
it BB 1o i et SUERMat ok cargos ot fnfliaua ables,
incendiarics, and high explosives passed over our wharves into the
holds of countless ships while acetylene 15 and clectric
welders invited disastrous waterfront conflagrations

The protection of our commercial harbor facilities and of our
merchant ships in port was a wartime function of the Coast Guard
Our duty 15as to guard against the surrepritious eforts of enemy
agents and against the hazardous negligence of our own waterfron
worke

The wartime record of our seaports reveals the success of the
Goast Guar' portsecurity progeam, Losses through fires, explo-
sions or other waterfront disasers dropped far below the normal

il dyripon England the record was owtstand
ingly good. Not a single waterfront disaster of importance occurred
on ships or waterfront facilities guarded by our men.

g in the carly summer of 1943, the temporary members
of the Coast Guard Reserve gradually took over the duties and
responsibiliies of the Regulars asigned to port security duties.
an wwo years. the Temporaries, more than ten thousand
strong, had relieved most of the Regulars for duty at sca and over
scas. To the end, they maintained the high standard of security
required by the Coast Guard

Startin

W. N. DERBY Now that we have returned to the ways of peace, 1 hope that
* * Rear Admiral lh( temporary members nf the Coast Guard Reserve will always
U.'S. Coast Guard satisfaction their patriotic scrvice. To them I ex

tio
tend the sincere thanks of the Regulars for an imporant job

well done.

The District Coast Guard Officer Expresses his Appreciation



