i ship, too small to be of any

tanco horslf raced to Boston with

news of the wreck and rescuc vessels at once started
hips and one British

From then on, for the unbel

s of continuous active.

David Robertson served
d al

able span of
duty at one post,

ommunity with con
ty. Although his final

g el m San Francisco just in time to save
the 600 s Panesgs b ctain deah,
Tor,with the loaking o ‘boats washed away
1 hor ongino firosaxtinguishe
completely helpless against the raging scas. The
survivors finally returned to Governors Island by

rank was that of master sergeant, he combined so
aptly the professional skills of doctor, druggist, and
nurse that everyone called him “Doctor” and none
questioned his right to that title. When the cholera
and yellow fover plagues hit the post, Robertson,
withcompltadiroqud o bis mfu) ini-

o
emblematic of the voyage and the rescue now hang
in the Post Chape

New wept by a new epidemic of
ho dread chalon n 1654, fllowed by sistaton of
yellow fover in 1856, and another sicge of cholers
1857 In cach instance the disease took its toll on
Governors Island, crowding to capacity the little
post cometery inherited from British days,

ya
rounded this half-acre plot in the vicinity of the
chapel — the first cometery was located near the row
of houses lining Nolan Park nearest Fort Jay — no
stands by the original cobbled road immediately in
the rear of Quarters 2 and 3. oth cemeteries were

who lay therein were re-
era i, Browkye.
ately, the year 1854 was made memo-
rable for Governors Island by cvents other than
wed with illncss and death. For one

Cemetery, Cyp

of Edinburgh, Scotland, onlisted in the Army and
was assigned to the Medical Corps at the Governors
Island hospital.

tered
iraculously escaped contagion.
and pitifully few medical offcers were loud in their
praise of his labors and unhesitatingly accepted him
s one of themselves.
Early in his island life Robertson marricd
Moore, daughter of the leader of the "Music
Do e rom sk, anti i donth, i 191, v
in the frame bungalow, now Quarters 11, just to the
northeast of the chapel. The garden which Mrs.
Robertson lovingly tended there was long one of the
sights of the island. When Dr. Robertson was laid
torest b was mourned by thousands of the Army's
rank and file and their familics. So ha
endoared himael,by bis Kindly natore and unusual
ability so unsparingly given. He and his late father-
., reprosented a total of 123 years of
Army service, a record which is
uncqualed in U.S. military annals.
Building activities on the island were
resumed in 1655 with tho rection o o of
known as Coloncl's Row. This
struction ased o 1857 and dorin th s
ry building also was put up.
“Then theisand relaxed for » fow years
before the arduous activitios to be asked of it, when
another fort, named Sumter, would provoke another

o




