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fact, although he knew litle of New York,
Washington had beon thoroughly briofed concorning
the combat possibilitios of the island, by a report of
an ingpoction of o promisos made by Becjamin
Franklin to Lioutenant General Charles Lee, us far
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“There is Nutten (Governor's Island) well
situated to place Guns and 1 imagine 300 or 400
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cient upon Nutten lsland and 12 pdrs would bo
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General Israel Putnam, who precoded

‘Washington to Manhattan, shared Franklin's views

and on April 4, 1776 announced: “After gotting the
S e S e
leave, I propose immediately to take possession of
Governors Island which I think is a very important
post”
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