Gonoral Gordan [AP-117), U.5.5. Goneral Richardson
[AP-118), US55 General Weigel [AP-119), U.5.5. Sheliak
[AKA.63), USS, Theenim [AKA.83), USS. General
Brockenridge [APA-178] and the USS. Menticelle
[AP-51).

Many hundreds of other Coast Guard ships received
replacements from Ellis kland including large tramports,
DE's, L5T's, LCI's, F5's mineswoopers, patrel boats, tank-
ors, ote. Al in all, the station was a beehive of activity
in preparing blue jackets for sea duty,

Let's turn back the clock & couple of years and take o
look at a newly formed ship's complement in the process
of I:efng fitted and trained at Ellis ldland, This could be
any of the large transports which assernbled crews on the
island,

Gaencrally the first ropart of a new ship's company be.
ing farmed would come from one of the varly arrivals at
the station. From all aver the country, men were seleched
to make up complements and wiually it took from two to
three weels Fo get all of the men togefher. It was, of
course, important that all necessary rates wore repres
sonted to man all the dutics and during the ten fo twelve
weeks that the mon ware stationed at Ellis lsland, there
was a continual stream of men being sent to various spe-
cialized schools in the area.

Mest all of the men were required to take gunnery
training, geﬂaru"y anti-aircraft fire and many of them
were sent fo Price's Meck, Rhode lsland for fwo weeks.
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Others were transferred to Advanced gunnery schools at
Wasthington Mavy Yard and Dam's Meck, Virginia. Many
wore sent to Small Arms insfructions at Sea Girt, M. .
and anti-aircraft school at MAGS, South Ferry.

Soamon ware thoroughly indoctrinated in use of tele-
phones at Battle Telephone Schosl, M. Y. Mawy Yard;
Swimming instruction for one week at Hotel Sutton, M. Y.
Cargo loading at Staten kland docks, Lockout instrue-
tion at ASW Center, Staten bland and Fire fighting at
Braoklyn, M. Y. It was a common sight fo soe blue jackets
coming back to the iland at night, completely covered
with black soof, after an all day sn“ion_ﬁgl'llirlg the flames.

Machinist's Mates and other "Black Gang' men were
schooled at the Steam Turbine & Fuel Oil Pump ab
Delaval Steam Turbine Co.: O Burner Instifute at Phila-
|:|E|p|'|ia Mavy Yard; Boiler Feod Pumps at Warthington
Pump Ce., Mow Jorsay: Sporry Gyroscope Ce., Brooklyn,
M. Y., practical engine room training aboard a liberty
ship and later given engina reom instruction absard an
APA af Newpord, B. 1L

Other schools which lilanders were sent fo prior to
checking out on their way o board a newly commissioned
ships included evaporator and distiller instruction at Fos-
ter Whaeeler Corp., N, Y.; Damage control at Baltimore,
Md.; Electrical welding training at MNavy Receiving Bar-
racks, Brooklyn; Breakdown and assembly of all types of
gunnery also ab Mavy Receiving Barracks, loran and radar
fraining at Brooklyn: transpert quartermaster training at
Camp Bedford, Va,, and Llrburpln-dqd ordnance training at
Lide Beach, M. Y.

Combining this specialized fraining with a regular pro-
gram at Ellis Island nocessitated a full speed ahead arder
for all hands. The individual complements were freated as
a separate unit while at Ellis [sland and were under the
jurisdiction of their own officors.  Such reutine mansuvers
as boat drills, “mﬂpl'lwc and blinkers, lectures, billeting,
motion picture instructions and other necestary training
programs were carried gub on the lland,

Probakly more men have pasted through dhe Ellis lsland
Coast Guard training program an their way to sva than
any other Coast Suard unit and the distinguishing records
made by the many Coast Guard manned veuels during
the war is a fine tribute to the officers and men wha were
t-ained at Ellis Idland in proparation far their war fime job,



