training 60,000

coast guardsmen

for fighting ships

thn job of training about 40,000 green, inexperienced

men for sea duty was & giganfic undertaking, Time
was all essential, espocially in these early days of the war
when the large scale training program was lawnched af
Elfiz lsland, and the job had to be done fasb—and reason-
ably thorough. Crows wore nocded fo man the ever
growing list of large and small ships which the Mavy con.
tinued to assign to Coast Guard jurisdiction and the main
cog in the wheel of assembling ship's companios resalved
around the U, 5. Coast Guard Reeeiving Stafion at Ellis
Island,

Handling men was a pre-war activity of the station be-

cause it was wied moderately a5 a combined receiving
and training station, but it wasn't until about the middle
of 1942 that large scale complements began fraining at
the lsland, The first full transport crew to go through
the assembly line at Elis lsdand was the 303 men of the
L.5.5. Baylicld [APA-33] which later distinguished itself in
Ewropean and Pacific invasions.

Other crews which were assembled and trained an their
way to newly commissioned :l‘lip: were the men of the
U.S.5. Cepheus, [AKA-18), U5S. Cavalier [APA3T),
US55, General William Mitchell [AP-14), U.S.5, General
Randall (AP-115), US55, Goneral Meigs [AP.118), L.5.5.



