ground, Howaver, it deosn't tale a roal estate man fo
point out that the island is much bigger than that today
and the records state that the ground has multiplied into
what is presently describod as a 21 acre homesite, Any
and all who have over walked the seawall watch from
midnight 4o four will undoubledly agree that even 21
acres is o gross underestimake.

Quite appropriately, seme of the fill uied fo enlarge
the island camo frem many 'I:orcl'gn countries, being
brought there as ballast in ships before water ballast
tanks ware adepted. During Weeld War |, the govern-
mant was inberested in disposing of this material as
speadily and economically as posusible and hit upen the
idea of using Ellis lsland a5 a dumping gmu:nv:l:.. Far the
sake of our memerics, heweover, it is bost not fo think of
our beautiful service home as a "city dump” for over-
loaded ships, but rather & mocca of the most famous
greund gathered from many of the famaus historical sites
of the warld and clewhere.

As previouly mentioned the present name of Ells
Island was acquired frem a Mr. Elis [and not named after
Li. Ehlers as many of the newcomors used to think),  Ac-
cording to the papers of a Governor Tompking, “arrange-
ments were made with a Mr. Ellis, for the cenveyance of
said land,” and it is assumed that because he was neither
bank rebber or pirate, hit name was allowed 4o go down
through the years asseciabed with the island.

It was about Januvary, 1892, that the island was first
ased for immigration purposes, Howaever, a year later the

main buildings of frame construction, wore destreyed and
it took another year and a half before aliens could be di-
rected 4o our scenic spot again.

Since that time, practically all arriving foreigners, other
than first and second class, undil inspection was inaugu-
rated in Evropean eountrics, have boon brought to Ellis
Iland for examination.

As of April, 1940, which was the 50th birthday of Ellis
Isdand at Ellis lsland, there were 27 baildings in existence,
including hospitals and power howses, The former is op-
orated by the United States Public Healih Service and is
rated by the Amorican Medical Ass'n a1 a Class A
hespital.

On October, 1939, the U. 5. Coast Guard obtained
permission from the Department of Labor to use the
middle parfion of the island a5 a training stabion, The
only other Coast Guard activity on Ellis lsland, prior to
the establishment of the training station, was the Cus-
toms Patrol, which later became known as the Boat Pool

Sa, Hollywood, this is the barc stery of somo mighty
cxciting times at Ellis lsland where history had a heliday
in selfing up the stage for the coming of the Coast
Guard. Leks I'lDP{I the day will someday come when we
all will have the opporfunity to watch this story unravel
on the magic screen — rather than being a party of the
first part in making more history, I scems o us that the
daily doings of the oyster foate and necktie parties are
so much more glamorows than walking scawall watches
and packing sea bags.



