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L
+ has been rumored at one fime and other that the
“great white fathers” of filmdom will someday weave
the strange, fassinating story of Ellis liland into the thame
of one of their top drawer cinema epics — and what a
picture that could be. Certainly the fabulous alien char-
acters, the activities of the immigration department and
the magnificent accomplishments of the Coast Guard
would serve as ideal background material for the remantic
escopades of the Bergmans and the Gables, and there is
an earlier, adventurous era in the histery of the island,
which might preve to be most interesting and excifing as
a movie soting.

The earliest recollection of activities on the island dates
back ta the days when eur country first blessomed out as
a naticn and the doings of pirates and thieves wore asso-
ciated with the initial records. In those days before the
furn of the ninetoenth century, this litHe plet of land
strategically located in the middle of the Mew York Har-
bor, was known as Gibbet lsland. A check with Mr. Waeb-
stor's dictionary roveals that the word, “gibbel” stands
for gallows,

It was an apprepriate name, howaver, for the records
mention, quits sheepishly, that the island then served as a
favorite haven for pirates and erecks of the world and
that many an erring one met his unfimely end on our
magic isle. Later, the State of Mew York, evidontally
pleased with the success of the pirate nocktic parties, de-
cided to use the land as a hanging grounds for ering
criminals and it is a matier of state record that many a
“Cut Threat Louin” paid his debt to socialy within the
sacred [sea) walls of the island.

Shortly before the War of 1812 it was decided by the
Foderal Government to make a “fighting base™ out of
the land and they even went so far as fo have real am-
munition around fo use in the guns. (Time: did change,
didn't they?] At that fime it was decided fo Fortify the
“Rock” to act as a shield to protect the scemingly mare
important Governor's lsland, and a strong fort was estab-
lished. IF is said that twe or threo fiers of guns and a cir-
cular battery mounting 14 heavy guns were ereched,

However, the island's claim as a fighfing bastion was
short lived and a few years later the State of New York
ceded the property to the United States Gevernment.

For many years thereaffer it was used as a storage place
for ammunition. Just how the idand stoad up as a fight-
ing base during the battles with the Brifish is not men-
fiened so it is assumed that ne “last ditch stands” er out-
danding victories were won on the island battlefield.

Many, many years before the fime when a Me. Ellis put
in his two cents and claimed the fland which il bears
his name, such christonings as "Kisshk", “Gull", "Buck-
ing", “Bodlen’s” and "Oyster” wore used atb various fimes
to describe the island. Undoubtedly, the roasons were
apporont in sach case, but the records are vague mow,
excopt in the naming of the latter.

It scems that st one fime, probably around 1850, the
litHe island became quite famous for its Oystor Feasts and
Mew Yorkers would flock from miles away to partake of
the delictable food. It is not cloar whether the fish lovers
had to eateh their own or whether a fow onterpriting
young concessionears wers open for business, but in any
event the fame of the idand was heralded througheut the
East for many yoars.

The eriginal island covered an area of 3.3 aeres, which
by any streteh of imegination, s a faidy small plot of

...we even had pirates
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