Auckland, New Zealand followed Tahiti as our next port of call.
Bullt oo gentls aloping bills 4t 12 l'eu Zealand's largest city and
has some of its most beautiful s Hovever, uxwv- all, ve quickly
becane avare of the friendliness of the Nev Zealind pe friendli-
ness that showed itself throughout the country.

EDISTO headed south after an enjoyable nine-day visit. We were
now part of Task Force 3 and for us the mission of OPERATION DEEPFREEZE

had begun.

It was Christmas Eve when EDISTO met her sister from Long Beach,
California, BURTON ISLAND. Together we transitted through pack ice and
heavy seas on our way tovards McMurdo Station

Approxinately aixty miles from McMurdo ve encountered heavy pack
ice. An ice reconnaissance mission was needed and the "Green Ducks"
were put in the air. An open lead was spotted that took us within thir-
teen miles of the resesrch station. At that point loe thet resched ten
feet in thickness separated us from McMurdo. Our work had jus

With BURTON ISLAND a hundred yards to starboard we commenced our
feant.. Gty beckine sl roming, our progress was slov, advanc-
ing an two miles per day. Finally, ve reached McMurdo Station
s roceived a Filmpoe of Antarctica's largest "eity”. Our vork vas far
from being complete
t was during this phase of our icebreaking operations that
STO broke her rudder stock. Our icebreking capabilities were dras-
tically reduced, and the only alternative vas to proceed to Wellington,
New Zealand, for drydock repairs

on the rudder stock became a slow and tedious job.
Variouw Cmplicamnnl rsexiven iu u wenty-seven day stay in Hov Zealand's
capital. It wi opportunity to learn & lot sbout New Zealand and her

Upon receiving word that BURTON ISLAND had lost one of her screvs,
EDISTO headed south to complete icebreaking operations for DEEPFREEZE '70.

Hallet Station was the first stop along the vay. The station i
manned only during the austral sumer and the SEABEES were there closing
the station for the year. Our job was to embark the men and cargo at the
station and transport them to McMurdo where they would depart for home
having completed a four-sonth tour in Antarctica. Our helos accomplished
the operation in less than an hour.

Heading south through the Ross Sea we approached McMurdo Station and
wvere amazed at the amount of ice that had cleared. No ice was emcounter-
o4 =8 vs mored to the plor i Vister Quarters Dy inile thara ve off-
loaded the men and cargo from Hallet and onloaded oceanographic equipment



