Ve begsn cur Journay oo the first day of ths Senth month in the
final year of a most incredible decade. EDISTO was to be  port o
OPERATION DEEPFREEZE 1970, Man's footprints vare on the

there vere new frontiers to conquer. Gur destination ves the cartha
last frontier---Antarctica!

For some it would be a totally new experience; for others another
long deployment; and then ror some 14 vas butd asall part of u deai
cated service career. As ve ray from the pler we looked back
ut those wo Teft behind and fo1t the bister sotd of shat Noveber
morning.

Nor'easter avaited us off the New England coast. Perhaps it
letting us know she was her ovn mistress. After days
legs; but land vas a

welcone sight---our first stop, Norfolk, Va.
ile in Norfolk we loaded rocket motors that scientists at Byrd
Station, Antarctica, would use for upper air cbservations, and demoli-
tions to be used to blast ourselves free in case we ever got stuck in
the ice. It was also a chance to pick up supplies before departing the
s.

Good-by CONUS as we headed south to the Panama Canal. The sea
showed her gentle side. The only interruption vas the medical evacua-

Section, C G Air Station, Mobile, Alabama. We were happy to have them
with us--especially at a time such as this!

Once through the Panama Canal we stopped at the U. S. Naval
Station at Rodman, Canal Zone. It was our first foreign port of call.
Our stay was short; the world's largest ocean was there for us

Soon after departing Panana EDISTO crossed the equator and King
Neptune and his Royal Court convened on board. Lowly Pollywogs were
initiated in the very best o fons as they becane prestigious
Shellbacks. Some of the benefits of the initiation included free hair
cuts and a bath in the royal pool. Such a

Travelling through South Pacific waters we reached Papeete, Tahiti,
and a three day visit. The beauty of this tropical paradise would cer-
tainly be in contrast with our ultimate destination, and penguins
would be no match for the colorful dancing girls that greeted us upon
our arrival.



