USCGC
EASTWIND
WAGB-279

In the colm Coribbean

The Coast Guard Cutter Eastwind was commissioned in fornia on June 3, 1944.
269-foot Iecbreaker, destined for neacly 20 Polar oxpoditions mmpmm her shakedown cruise on
July 14, 1944, A month later, she reached hor home port of Boston, Massachusetts.

Hor first mission in WW 11 was to Northeast Greonland. There she fought throt
to rascue tvo men in a small boat, lost from an allied patrol.

h 10-foot thick ice

Pushing still further Northward, she sighted a German weather station on October 1, 1944. During
the next 15 days, landing parties from the Enstwind captured the station, its valusble documents, and a

erman expeditionary vessel. The rost of the war was spent working in thick polar ice and ferreting out

various enomy infiltrations.

the war's ond, the icobreaker m:
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dson Rive
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From 1950 to 1054, the cuttor made numerous and varied trips to the Northern and Aretic regions.
Then in 1055, participation in the first Oporation Doopfreezo. Since then, she has divided her time be-
tween Aretic and Antaretic oparations.

On Nov. 3, 1960, the Coast

1 lobreakor Eastwind propared o chaso he seting sun scross
the Pueifle it ransiting the Pasama Canal envouts Anaretion 1o paticipate In Operation Dcptreze
61 The next port of call for the glistening white 209-foot cutter would be Christchurc! Zoala

jumping off spot for the icy wastes of MeMurdo sound.

4 Jo pilt the swving o 8 lfe at sen, and s midnight bussing by  plane
P i ol i e nd’s voyage to Panama.

Two days out of Boston, the ship, which carries o holicoptors, was ditected to assume on scene
command of a search force consisting of 12 nircraft and 4 othor ships in an attompt to locato & downed
Air Force F-54 ot pilot, lost on & flight from Bermudu. The search was callod off af
tained that the pilot probably had not beon able to bail ou.




