plics among island bases
in their capacity as cargo

ships.
The st two, the USSs
preits
toy

£t Ko
:'ine latter then
hvlm dtos

0ps In the South-

tin the
Saipan, Guam and Pelelieu
wasions, and while tho Cetauns retumed
to the U s for overhaul, the Aqua
b Ltylt and Lingayen Gul,
Boththe A nd th Contourss were
in the Okinawa assault fore e their
sisters: the USS Cepheas — a vel
the Southern France invaso
USSs Sheliak and Theenim, {or both of which
kbt il

LANDING CRAFT
hile attack transports and attack car-
20 ships could carry troops to the in-
vasion beaches, they debark them
into small lnding crat 0 be ferried ashore.
oing vessels capa-

e o beaching ummmm and retracting
anding troops and equipment were
lczvm,( bullders yards i sullcent number
that the Navy sought Coast Guard usss
tance in manning units of the two most im-
portant,and most numerous, Lypes.
These were the LST — landing ship, tank
— and the LCI(L) — landing craft, infantry,
Taige.

Unlike the larger amphiblous force ships,
these unglamorous vessls dl not receve
names, i contribution to the Allied
ollensives in almost every theater of opera
tions was invaluable.

And whil er ships were exposed
to enemy bomber and kamikaze attacks, oc-
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