The first cutter Bear

Legendary ship for a legendary service

Greely Expedition launched

The expedition, under the com-
mand of then LT Adolphus W.
Greely, was one of two groups dis-
patched on the Proteus tothe Arctic
to st up & serics of observation
stations.

525,000 to the men and ship who
would rescue Greely and his men.

Atseveral points through the ice,
search parties were sent out. What
they found was disheartening

Notes, written eight months caslier,
cxplaingd that Gieely's men had
food to last only

to Ellesmere Island to last three
years. The group members agreed
thatthey would abandon their camp
by September 1853 and make their
way 10 Liuleton Island far eventual
recovery.

Schely decided to continue the
search, if only to retum the bodies
for buri

Rescuers” Nightmare
On June 22, 1884, less than two

dervous never came sbout. ‘roteus
clear

Bearscarch
pany. with LT Colwell in chargs,

only to h!mmerwpp:d xpain 1nd
again. At Cape Alber, the ice becam
impenetrable and began piling a..,n
againsi the vessel. It was crushed by
the icc and sank. The fate of the
Greely party was ane of deadly peril,
Rescue party launched
To atsist the Greely pany, m:
United States Navy organized & res
cue fleet of three ships. The newly.
rchased Bear, under command of
€DR Sehely, USK: the Thettr 08
the Alertleft with national aitention
and the promise of a cash prize of

p uman
standing near the cdge of the chiff.
On closer inspection, the men found
a nightmare,

The man was totally incoherent
and ranted and raved for severa
minstes before Cobwell determined
hehad found LT Greely. He decipher-
ed that there were only seven survi-
vors of the original 25.

Greely managed 1o lead the group
to & horifing sceac. For monibs,
he:

and w)uumiml]umth:y:nn]d
find. Many of the group had either

died or gone mad from privation.
Thoss who bad tarvived resembled

ns. The surgeon accompany-
ms m: expedition had committed
suicide,

At what was left of & camp, the
rescuens found one man desd and
frozen. Another sat legless and arm-
less, & 3poon tied to a stump of an

Others lay about the snow, 30
deranged and in shock they didnt
realize what was happening.

With delicate care, the erew of the
Bear nursed the survivors back to
health, except for the amputee whose
wounds had been preserved by the
severe cold. He developed a fatal
infection almost as soon as he was
placedin the warmth of the ship and
soon died.

Bear meets CAPT Mike

Though the ship’s U.S, career had
begun with a fantasiic rescue, the
avy comideed the ahip unfl for
duty. It was transferred 1
Revenue Cutter Service in IIDI-&
for uic in Alaska.

That's where Bear met CAPT
Mike Healy, a man known by nick-
names like “Mad Mike™ and “Hell-




