AMessago from the Caflain

This past year we have atl plyed an active role in deieanining the Coust Guand future, The 200 THEC is
indeed a quuntum jump fron traditional to State-of-theArt fechnology. Like the wauny fead vessels of vack
cluss, REAR bluzcd the trail for others to fullow. Our mocta “Summa Pateasia Pec Fuciliatun™ tronslates
ter Sirength Thrangh | ersatility,” and the strongth and *Can D,
depuhs of eack plankener's heart veulted REAR into the amals of Couss G
wiure than structured steed until the commissioning penaant is hroken and the initial crew bre
iving air into the haltow voids, The crew is the heart and soul of any vessel, and the reputation of each
Gesael i shaped by the ititades and examples of its crew. | am indeed fortunate 1o bave had the pleosure
of serving ua ti first comnanding officer of REAR, ot berause of wmy persanal recognition which miy
come [rom such a position, hut solely because it presented me with the apportumity ta serve with w wags
rifieently dedicated crew, We worked hard, played hard and overcume all abstacles, delays and disope
pointmients, and when the time came, we introduced REAN Into the fleet by extablishing standurds for
which athers must surely striv o natore itself wih the “Wonstraws Bave® could dorer we from
our puths. The bonds of dedication, fricndship und family are strong within BEAR. The spirit of the abd
BEAR Lives on in the moders versian, und those whor fultow us witl sec oy ca greuter gonls buili
wpon the foundation vou have established. Les ux never forget vhe BEAR has returnrd,

mastered from the very
uthing
s Hifr

1 sineere Swell dowe™ and @ most appreviative thank you for your tireless offores, total dedivation, gallat
performance and frivndship,
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Foreward by lhe Commillee

Finally, BEAR hux urrived,

We all knan whoni BEAR, We've heand of her and dreamed of her for yvears, From the carly stuges of
u penciled drawing on the designers’ table, to her bisth at Piee 36 in Seaitte, Washingtan on Februry 1,
1983, REAR is u reality ame, She also holds within her framework the moss saphisticuted oy of o=
lertramics, engincering, and weapunry of any cutter in the history of the Cvast Guard,

e the :fpmmx B UEAR Les in het people  ber crew, The men men wh serve on BEAR
form w ssrongly handed team, and that team s the out. absolodely exsentinl ingrediens that makes SEEAR
cam

I is for our BEAR shipmates, the life of the REAR. that wany of us have joincd together du create
this houk,
he many months
These months
errpr, and grium)
For muny of us, we marked the beginning of REAR at SIG

ch this book represents has becn a pation of time most of us will never furget,
e marked us wich anticipuation, defays, haed work, enjoyment, good fellwoship, irial

wmd

th. Mere, we met new shipmote
began the tedions assignment of puiting togesher the “paper empire”” that would svon serve i

bame™ for an eatice new ciass of cutters, Be schovled, frined and arganized oursetves inta o teum, vl
Lefore we knew it, we were Seatile-bunad for the USCEE REAR (WMEC-901 )

e cleancd her, e polished her, we outfitted her, we commissionrd heey and thea it wos time o take
HEAR home, so we headed to the s east for Pariamouth, b irgin

Along the way, we grew with KEAR. From “the wave™ of Nan Francisco, helicapter operations in
Lang feach, shakedown and towing operations in Sun Dicga, to the thill of iringing the very fiest of the
270% to the Attaniic Qcean through the Panama Canal, RAEAR proved she was seawoithy, aisd we were
proving that we could hundie her,

Apeil marked the coming home of REAR. And she did it in & grand fushiun, With u flotilla of Const
Guard amall bouts s vigs leading the way and spraying multi=colored water through fire moniturs and
scunding horns, bells and sirena, there was wo doubt in the minds of those at Support Center Portsmouth
that the KEAR was coming. Aud what @ wonderful sight us we rounded Crancy st o see all of our
lowed oncs teaiting for us on the pier.

we sailed narch to
mare than cight months of &

imore, Maryland where an exteasive availability twok place, A ficr
e Coust Guard Yards and heuded hume once ugain.

Wiich brings ux to the preseat. ationul Coast Guard cutter, and as the fitst of our

class twe must stili wndergo much testing and cvafuation in wddition to our regubar Coust Guand duties, Kut

the udventures that iee have experienced over these past montha will wheays be remen

a8 the ceew of the original BEAR did when she was neie, Tie momenss of horedom, the times of

‘ol the ahsolute thrill and sense of accomplishment that has surroanded us all = it ix with chis oot thut

we hupe to relive those memorics.,




