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THE COAST GUARD FOUNDATION HOSTS 18th ANNUAL TRIBUTE TO THE UNITED STATES COAST GUARD’S SEVENTH DISTRICT

Non-Profit Organization’s Annual Gala in St. Petersburg, Florida Recognizes Coast Guard Heroes of the Seventh District and Raises Funds to Support Important Foundation Projects

Stonington, Conn. – The Coast Guard Foundation, a non-profit organization committed to the education, welfare and morale of all Coast Guard members and their families, announced today that its 17th Annual Tribute to the United States Coast Guard (USCG) Seventh District will take place on Monday, October 24, 2011. Chaired by St. Petersburg businessman and philanthropist Ed Ameen, the event honors the valiant work of the men and women of the Coast Guard’s Seventh District. Awards will be presented to recognize exceptional and heroic performances of duty. In addition to celebrating the service of all our guardians who enforce maritime law, protect our homeland and preserve the environment, the tribute will raise funds to support the Coast Guard Foundation’s important projects and programs that seek to improve the lives and performance of Coast Guard members, their families and Coast Guard Academy cadets, through college scholarships for children, as well as grants for enlisted members. 

The Air Station Savannah-based crew of Coast Guard helicopter 6604 and the crew of Coast Guard Cutter Yellowfin will be awarded for their January 8, 2011 heroic actions in response to an EPIRB signal from three mariners facing life threatening sea conditions aboard the CJR, a fishing vessel that was stranded and taking on water about 90 nautical miles northeast of Charleston, South Carolina. The helicopter crew navigated through scattered cloud layers, icing conditions and reduced visibility while attempting to maintain a sufficient altitude for operations and communications. Once on scene, they encountered severe winds gusts, overcast skies with limited moon illumination and a difficult sea state with swells that caused the distressed vessel to experience large unexpected needle fluctuations in the water. Making hoisting evacuations even more complex, the vessel had a 20-foot fixed antenna mounted above the pilothouse. The rescue swimmer had to complete three separate rescues from the vessel as it pitched and rolled. The flight mechanic skillfully aided the aircraft commander to deliver the rescue basket to the rescue swimmer on three occasions. The swimmer used his own body weight to stabilize the basket and keep each survivor securely in place as the recue basket was tossed around in the heavy seas. The skilled helicopter crew safely completed three hoists in difficult weather and conditions, resulting in the saving of all lives.

During the launch of CG6604, the CGC Yellowfin was simultaneously alerted to get underway from Charleston to assist the stricken fishing vessel. Nearly thirty-six hours later, after battling heavy seas and topside icing, CGC Yellowfin arrived on scene to find the fishing vessel CJR foundering, but still afloat. The Yellowfin placed a rescue and assistance team aboard the fishing vessel and assured its seaworthiness for towing. Enduring daunting weather conditions, CGC Yellowfin’s crew recovered and towed the fishing vessel to the security of Winyan Bay, South Carolina. The 13-member crew of the CGC Yellowfin completed the fatiguing four-day mission and succeeded in protecting the environment, removing a potential hazard to navigation from a busy marine thoroughfare, and preserving the livelihood of three dedicated fishermen.
The crews of CGC Knight Island and Station Lake Worth Inlet will also be recognized by the Foundation for their exceptional performance of duty during a human trafficking operation that occurred in the early morning hours of June 14, 2011 near Delray Beach, Florida. CGC Knight Island located a vessel, operating without navigational lights, attempting to elude law enforcement authorities. The vessel, a 20’ Sea Craft was riding very low. The crew suspected it might be carrying people in its cabin below. The boat appeared to be taking on water and made several abrupt stops. It was clear to the Coast Guard crew that the vessel was overloaded and the operators were having difficulty maintaining steerage. Realizing the gravity of the situation, the crew launched a small boat. Confirming their fears, the Sea Craft capsized sending 12 individuals, including two children, into the water. Along with the crew of Station Lake Worth Inlet, CGC Knight Island quickly recovered 11 people; one who was not breathing and had no pulse was fully resuscitated by the rescuers. Though, sadly, one adult was found deceased underneath the overturned vessel, the crews’ swift and decisive actions demonstrated tremendous heroism and professional excellence that was critical in preventing more causalities.

“We are thrilled to honor the Coast Guard of the Seventh District,” said Anne B. Brengle, president, Coast Guard Foundation. “The event will highlight and celebrate another year of heroic efforts performed by service men and women whose responsibilities touch nearly every facet of our maritime environment. We welcome individuals and organizations in the community to support these heroes by being a part of our work to provide important programs and initiatives that will enhance the lives and service of Coast Guard members and their families.”

For over 40 years, the Coast Guard Foundation has been committed to inspiring leadership, learning and a proud legacy of service to our nation by supporting the men and women of the United States Coast Guard and their families. The Foundation provides higher education grants to enlisted personnel, reservists and their children, financial support for college to families of Coast Guard members lost in the line of duty, financial relief to Coast Guard families who have lost possessions in natural disasters, and support for morale programs, including funding recreation, exercise and family-oriented facilities.
The 18th Annual Tribute to the United States Coast Guard’s Seventh District will be held on Monday, October 24, 2011 at the St. Petersburg Coliseum, 535 Fourth Avenue North, St. Petersburg, Florida. A cocktail reception will begin at 6:30 pm with dinner and program to follow at 7:30 pm. For more information on the Coast Guard Foundation’s gala tribute to the United States Coast Guard, the Coast Guard Foundation or to help support its work, please visit the Coast Guard Foundation website www.coastguardfoundation.org.
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About The Coast Guard Foundation: The Coast Guard Foundation is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization founded in 1969. It was initially created to provide funds for academic, athletic, and morale needs of the Coast Guard Academy and its cadets, which were not covered by federal operational funding. In 1986, the Foundation expanded its charter to support projects that enhance the education, welfare and morale of all Coast Guard members and their families. A Board of 100 Trustees from all parts of the country governs the Foundation. The Trustees elect from their members a 30 person Board of Directors to oversee the management of the Foundation. Located in Stonington, Connecticut, the Foundation employs a staff of twelve civilians responsible for meeting the Foundation’s objectives and working closely with the Coast Guard on all issues. 
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